
Greetings. As we reach the mid-point of the semester, I wanted to update you on activities in the college. Our
new Webpage has just launched—I encourage you to visit www.nsm.umass.edu.

I extend a warm welcome to new department leaders: Don Candela, head of Physics; Brian O’Connor, acting
chair of Biology; Laurie Brown, acting head of Geosciences while Mike Williams is on sabbatical; and Ron
Snell, reappointed as head of Astronomy. Many thanks to outgoing head Jon Machta and chair Tom Zoeller
whose leadership of Physics and Biology has been most appreciated.

Last year’s AQAD reviews in Computer Science, Polymer Science & Engineering, Biology, and Biochemistry &
Molecular Biology were a success. Our stellar group of external reviewers left campus very impressed, and
specifically highlighted our outstanding recent hires as one of the best barometers of the college’s strengths.
AQAD reviews for this year include Chemistry and our four interdisciplinary grad programs: Molecular and
Cellular Biology, Neuroscience and Behavior, Organismic and Evolutionary Biology, and Plant Biology.

We are moving our Excellence Initiatives forward through thoughtful new faculty hires and fundraising. The
NSM Development office is reaching out to our alums and private donors. I have created the Dean’s E-Fund,
planning and seed grants that facilitate the preparation of large, multi-investigator center and program grant
proposals. Working with the Excellence Initiatives Oversight Committee and Team Leaders, I have identified
teams of investigators and look forward to reviewing their proposals.

NSM has been partnering with other colleges and the Research office to develop biotech and renewable ener-
gy concept papers that will place the campus in a competitive position to work with the state in these areas.

Sincerely,

George M. Langford, Dean
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Raymond Bradley, Geosciences, is contributor to Nobel Peace Prize-winning Intergovernmental Panel’s report
on Climate Change

John Staudenmayer, Mathematics & Statistics, Co-PI on $2,100,000 National Cancer Institute Grant to develop
miniature device to measure physical activity

Pat Wadsworth, Biology, wins 2008 Olympus BioScapes Imaging Competition

Markos Katsoulakis, Mathematics and Statistics, awarded $336,172 NSF grant for “Multiscale Methods for
Many-Particle Stochastic Systems”

Magdalena Bezanilla, Biology, awarded 2007 Packard Foundation Science and Engineering Fellowship for
plant gene and cellulosic biofuel production research

Andrew McCallum, Computer Science, receives tenure

Pat Bianconi, Chemistry, issued patent for a new way of making an industrial ceramic widely used in semicon-
ductors, industrial abrasives, and as diamond substitute

Free, public Internet access now available in downtown Amherst, a project spearheaded by Mark Corner and
Brian Levine, Computer Science in conjunction with town officials

Rod Grupen, Computer Science, has developed next-generation “uBots” designed to interact with humans,
to appear at Boston Museum of Science in 2009

R. Thomas Zoeller, Biology, received $386,678 NIH grant to study developmental disruption of thyroid hor-
mone action

Karsten Theis, Biochemistry & Molecular Biology, awarded $516,000 American Cancer Society Research
Scholar Grant for DNA Repair research

Joe Kunkel featured in New York Times Online Health section about cockroaches

Raymond Bradley, Geosciences, awarded 3-year NSF $416,550 grant for research on Arctic volcanoes

Mark Corner and David Jensen, Computer Science, named to Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency
(DARPA) research study groups

14 Biology majors awarded Junior Year Fellowships

Jenia Tevelev, Mathematics & Statistics, awarded NSF grant for project “Geometry of Compact Moduli
Spaces”

Ivon Arroyo, Computer Science, awarded $145,549 NSF grant for “What Kind of Math Software Works for
Girls?”

Joe Kunkel, Biology, received a NOAA grant to research bluefish responses to environmental estrogens

Al Crosby, Polymer Science & Engineering, received Adhesion Society’s first Young Scientist Award

Tom Braden, Mathematics & Statistics, awarded 2-year $61,120 National Security Agency grant for project
“Equivariant Topology of Singular Varieties”

Erik Learned-Miller, Computer Science, awarded $228,843 NIH grant for Universal Text Recognition

Ralf Schiffler, Mathematics & Statistics, awarded $87,048 NSF grant for “Cluster Algebras and Tilting Theory”

Mark Tuominen, Physics, launches NSF funded open access National Nanomanufacturing Network

Lila Gierasch and Jennifer Normanly, Biochemistry & Molecular Biology, co-PI’s for NSF IGERT program in
Institute for Cellular Engineering to boost graduate training in biotechnology and biomedical fields

Danny Schnell, Biochemistry & Molecular Biology, elected Secretary of the American Society of Plant
Biologist's Executive Committee

Peter Hepler, emeritus professor of Biology, named American Society of Plant Biologists Fellow

Biology undergraduates Mary Le and Amy Rayla awarded 2007 William and Margaret Nutting Scholarships

9 Biology undergraduates selected as Fall 2007 HHMI interns

Al Crosby, Polymer Science and Engineering, received NSF grant to support a partnership between American
and Korean scientists

The Discovery Channel filmed gecko locomotion work in biologist Duncan Irschick’ s lab for its "Weird
Science" series

John Staudenmayer, Mathematics & Statistics, named associate editor of Journal of the American Statistical
Association

Ed Klekowski, Biology (emeritus), is working on a PBS documentary about the American Ambulance Field
Service in W.W. I, supported by the Florence Gould Foundation

Renewable Energy Clean Water Nanomaterials Biomedicine Education Innovation


